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TULIP  TREE  SOFT  SCALE 
The  largest  scale  insect  found  in  Pennsylvania  is  the  Tulip  Tree 
Soft  Scale   (Toumeylla  liriode/idri  Gmel.),  attracting  only  tulip  and 
magnolia  trees.     It  often  attains  the  size  of  the  end  of  a  man*s 
finger.     The  limbs  and  twigs  of  the  host  plants  become  heavily  en- 
crusted and  unsightly  yet  healthy  tulip  trees  are  seldom  killed  and 
only  occasionally  a  magnolia  bush  succumbs.     This  is  due  to  the  fact 
that  a  very  active  parasite  kills  many  of  the  live  scale  insects. 

There  is  but  one  generation  a  year  and  the  winter  is  passed  as 
small,  oblong,   flat,  dark  brown  immature  scale  in  the  crevices  of  the 
bark  on  the  trunk  and  on  the  underside  of  the  limbs.     During  this 
dormant  season  the  unprotected  young  can  be  easily  killed  by  a  thorough 
spraying  with  a  miscible  oil  applied  on  a  bright  day  in  early  spring 
just  before  the  buds  begin  to  swell.     The  temperature  must  be  40  degrees 
or  above.     Miscible  oils  are  found  on  the  markets  under  various  trade 
names  such  as  "Scalecide"  and  "Sunoco." 


